
KWATYE
(WATER)

AWARD

Applications close 20th July annually.



Kwatye Award 

The primary focus of the Water Industry Operators Association of Australia (WIOA) is to facilitate the 
collection, development and exchange of quality information between people undertaking operational roles 
in the water, wastewater and recycled water industries. One of our key goals is to provide opportunities and 
encourage operational practitioners to participate in professional development activities for the betterment 
of themselves and the water industry. 

In partnership with TRILITY, WIOA invites applications for the Kwatye Cultural Recognition Award. 

The Award recipient will be awarded at the WIOA Annual Conference in South Australia and recognised in 
various water industry publications. 

The term ‘Kwatye’ means water to the aboriginal Arrente people from the Northern Territory. For many 
people in Australia, water is a resource more precious than gold.

Focus on Culture, Diversity & Inclusion

From 2019, the Award recognises operational practitioners initiatives 
involving cultural or diversity and inclusion based activities within a 
project and/or community in which they serve.

Nominees should be employed in Australia and have initiated and/or 
implemented a successful cultural, diversity or inclusion related activity 
and/or program in association with the community they service. 

Applications for the Kwatye Award will be accepted from individual WIOA 
members and an independent judging panel will review applications and 
determine the Award winner annually.



Kwatye Award Criteria

The Selection Committee will assess all applications based on the following criteria: 

Diversity and Inclusion goals 
The extent to which the program or initiative has been designed to promote and support diversity and inclusion in the 
workplace or community they serve, such as access, participation and connection for co-workers, members of the 
community and people from disadvantaged and marginalised groups. 

Impact 
The extent to which the program or initiative has benefited co-workers, members of the community and people from 
disadvantaged and marginalised groups. 

Innovation 

The level of creativity, imagination, and innovation demonstrated within the program 
or initiative.

Eligibility
• The award is open to individual Members of WIOA 
• Applicants must be employed in an operational role in 

the water industry
• Applicants must not be employed by a “product 

supplier” (can be from a company providing 
operational services to the industry)

• Applicants must have employer support and their 
endorsement to apply

Applicants are asked to:
• Include a personal profile on the applicant in the 

application. This should include skills, qualifications, 
work experience, interests and hobbies. (Max 1 page)

• Application forms can be downloaded from 
www.wioa.org.au together with the Award conditions. 

• The application must be received by the WIOA 
Secretary via email: info@wioa.org.au or post 
marked no later than 20th July annually.

• The declaration must be signed and accompany the 
application.

Sharing outcomes with the industry
• The Award winner will produce a short video (5 

minutes maximum) on completion of the tour which 
can be used to promote the Award.

• The Award winner will produce an article that 
can be reproduced in a WIOA publication on their 
experiences of the tour.

• The Award winner will present to an audience of 
WIOA members their experiences (eg: at WIOA 
interest day).

The Award
Courtesy of award sponsor TRILITY, the winner will 
receives the opportunity to participate in an all-expenses 
paid* cultural exchange trip to China. The one-week 
itinerary and program is developed by TRILITY with the 
Beijing Enterprises Water Group Limited (BEWG) and 
includes:  
• Flights
• Accommodation
• Meal and transfer allowances
• Water project site visits
• Sightseeing opportunities

Water Project Site Visits
• Visit to BEWG Headquarters and museum
• Site visit of Raoyang water supply project
• Site visit to Caofeidian seawater desalination plant 
• Site visit to Shahe wastewater plant
• Site visit to Daoxianghu Lake Reclaimed Water Plant

Sightseeing Locations
• The Temple of Heaven
• Qianmen Avenue
• Tiananmen Square
• Xinhuamen
• The Forbidden City
• Juyongguan Great Wall

* discretionary spend is the responsibility for the award 
winner and the itinerary is subject to change



Kwatye by 
Marie Elena Ellis

My community is situated southeast of Mbantua 
(Alice Springs).
I am both an Arrernte/Walpiri woman.
My knowledge is rich with both cultures.
My profession is teaching, my passion is art.
My philosophers are my ancestors.
My teachers are my grandparents.
My knowledge and skills are my own.
My story I share with you.

The painting shows a main water hole in the centre 
which can also represent a community or a country. 
The lines radiating from the centre represent rivers 
and creeks. The outer circles represent other water 
holes where rain water is collected and then travels 
back along the creeks and rivers to the centre circle, 
the main place. 

The Kwatye (Kwa-jah) 
Story

The wet season time in the central desert brings with 
it a sign of relief and rebirth for the native animals, 
flowers and trees. The big waterholes fill up with rain 
water and releases down to the creeks and rivers. 
The water travels to provide for all living things upon 
the land. Plentiful of bush food for the indigenous 
people of the central region.

The rain is also seen as a renewal sight for the desert 
environment. Kwatye (water) is seen more precious 
than gold, living in an arid country of Australia. 
Kwatye (water) means a new beginning, a rebirth for 
the native animals and desert flora and fauna.

Kwatye pure is Kwatye rich.

Kwatye sweet is Kwatye cycle.

Kwatye knowledge is Kwatye cultured.

Kwatye (Kwa-jah) means Water 
WIOA commissioned this painting by Marie Elena Ellis in 2005. The painting is the symbol of the WIOA national  

Kwatye (Water) Award recognising culture, excellence and innovation in the Australian Water Industry.
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