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1. In the mid 90's the reuse system started with the technology available at the time.  A German built system

composing of sand filters and chlorination with a maximum flow of 12 l/s per second supplying a local

nursery producing flowers and irrigation to the sports field at Woolgoolga.
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2. A banana farm was added to

the system with two 5,000 litre

fibreglass tanks installed above

the plantation then gravity fed

3. Booster stations were added

to supply water to farms higher

in the hills.

4. A hydroponic farm was

added growing a combination

of tomatoes, cucumbers and

eggplants, this farm was located

at the end of the reuse line.

5. In 1999 Coffs Harbour Council

acquired a 100 hectare property

consisting of 5 hectares of bananas. The

reuse line was then continued through

the farm to the bananas. Two hectares

of tree farm was added to the property

run by parks and gardens as well as

more hydroponics, a retail nursery and a

bush tucker program.

6. In 2005 the Woolgoolga plant had a 16.5 million dollar upgrade which

included a new reuse system comprising of a cloth filters and three reuse

pumps each delivering 100 litres per second. The cloth filters were the first of

their kind in Australia delivering a water quality of 0.5 turbidity. A five

megalilitre reservoir was constructed at the farm as part of the upgrade; the

reservoir feeds approximately 30 properties growing a combination of

bananas, tomatoes, raspberries, avocados and blueberries in the surrounding

valleys. These properties supply their own dams and pumping systems all

linked to the reservoir.

7. The Moonee Treatment Plant

was then added to the system

through a common line which

links both plants, the reuse farm

and a deep sea release at Coffs

Harbour. In dry weather most of

the water is used at the farms

reducing the flow to the deep

sea release to a minimum.

8. Leighton constructions area

uses a large amount of reuse

water for dust suppression on the

new Sapphire to Woolgoolga

highway upgrade.
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